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Winter jumped in sooner than most of 
us wanted this year. That brings around 
the possibility of delays, cancellations, 

early outs and utilizing hard 
surfaces for busing. As our 
team prepares for every-
thing that winter brings, we 
will make sure that we keep 
the community informed. 
It’s often that I’m asked 
about how we determine 
our weather related deci-
sions, and I always put the 

safety of our students and staff at the 
forefront of those decisions. I rely on 
forecasts, observations from staff that 
are on the roads and conversations with 
neighboring Superintendents to guide 
those decisions. I try to have a decision 
made by 6:00 am unless we have enough 

information the night prior. Information 
will go out on local television as well 
as utilizing our messenger system and 
social media. 

As we have moved just past the first 
third of the school year, I’ve had the op-
portunity to observe, meet many great 
people, and have conversations with 
staff, community and our students. I 
will continue to focus on building those 
relationships and moving our district 
forward. It’s the partnerships that we 
develop between our schools, parents and 
community that will not only improve 
our district, but our entire community. We 
all have to be diligent in our demand for 
success for our kids, while working to-
gether as a team to accomplish that goal. 

The Department of Education re-
cently released annual school ratings for 

all public schools. Our schools performed 
well, as the elementary building received 
a rating of “High Achieving” and the Jr/
Sr High was rated “Acceptable”. Both 
buildings improved their overall scores 
from the previous year and we have 
goals set to continue that growth as we 
strive for excellence. Staff are focused 
on student needs and making needed 
adjustments for all.  This includes pro-
viding support for not only our students 
that are struggling, but those that need 
advanced work. 

As we enter into the holiday season, 
please be sure to take care of yourself 
and others. This time of the year can be 
stressful and we need to support each 
other. Watch for warning signs and don’t 
hesitate to reach out for assistance. To-
gether we are much stronger!

Tim Salmon
Superintendent

Old Man Winter has joined us! 

NHS Induction – Fall 2022
The following students were inducted into National Honor Society on Sunday, November 13. NHS selections are made 

based on Scholarship (students must have a 3.25 GPA), Service, Leadership, and Character. 
Moving forward, the selection and induction will be moved to the beginning of second semester, so we will have a second 

selection period this school year.

Ashton Byal
Joslyn Chadwick
Caylee Cunningham
Konner Dalton
Cale Duffy
Logan Exley
Addison Kochheiser
Mickayla Lind
Merritt McConeghey
Brooke Pease
McKenna Pleima
Abigayle Rawlins
Cassidy Smith
Rachael Uecker
Carley Underwood
Lio Winklepleck
Felicity Woods
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Colfax-Mingo Salutes Our Veterans



December 2022 •  Page 3



December 2022 •  Page 4

EVERY MONTH TILL 
APRIL
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Elementary School News

Brian Summy
Elementary 
Principal

The first trimester is 
over and we are quickly 
heading toward the holi-
days. The first elementary 
program of the year will 
be a 4th-6th grade music/
band program at the Jr/Sr. 
High building on Thurs-
day, December 8th at 7:00 

pm. The elementary Student Leadership 
Team will be collecting new or gently 
used toys for the Community Christmas 

Toy Give-Away on Saturday, December 
10th. Please no stuffed animals due to 
allergies. The team will go shopping for 
toys and have a lunch outing with Mr. 
Summy and Mrs. Surprenant.

The elementary has been busy with 
our PBIS Soar Store. We have had pop-
corn parties & movies, special lunches, 
pizza parties catered meals and other 
fun activities. The Student Leadership 
Team has been busy filling online orders 
for students when they shop with the 

Soar Bucks.
Calendar:
December 1st- 6th grade to the 

Character Counts Drake Women’s Bas-
ketball game. Game at 11:00.

December 1st- District SIAC meet-
ing. 6:00-7:30 at District Central Office

December 8th- 4th-6th grade music/
band program. 7:00 pm at Jr/Sr High

December 23-January 2nd: Winter 
Break

January 3rd- classes resume

Preschool 
Fun! 

By Mrs. Fritch, 
Ms. Bunce and Ms. 

Hammes

In October, all 3 
Preschool classrooms 
took a walking fieldtrip 
to the Colfax Fire Sta-
tion to help us learn 
about Fire Safety and 
how firefighters help 
us.  We got to see what 
a firefighter wears, 
learn to Stop, Drop, 
and Roll, and to walk 
through the inside of 
a firetruck to see what 
is on the inside.  It was 
a beautiful Fall day 
for a walk and we had 
so much fun learn-
ing!  In November so 
far, we have learned 
about Scarecrows, 
Turkeys, and Thanks-
giving.  Coming up 
in December, we will 
have some fun learning 
with the Gingerbread 
Man and learn about 
how different families 
and cultures celebrate 
the upcoming holiday 
season.  Everyday our 
classrooms are filled 
with playing, learning, 
and fun!
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From the Desk of Mrs. Lancaster: 
Jr/Sr High School News

As we en-
te r  Decem-
ber, there are 
plenty of cel-
ebrations to be 
had so far this 
school year! 
We met our 
first building 

goal of increasing the percent-
age of students who made 
adequate growth on their 
MAP tests this fall by 10%. 
We went from 44% to 54%! 
We will be taking the MAP 
tests again in January, and 

our goal is to reach 64% of 
our students making adequate 
growth. The tests cover the 
subjects of reading, math, and 
science and provide teachers 
with more in-depth informa-
tion regarding students’ un-
derstanding of specific skills. 

 Another building goal 
for this school year is to de-
crease our number of students 
chronically absent (missing 
more than 10% of the year) 
from 38% to 20%. We are 
currently at 31% of students 
having missed at least 10% of 

the school year so far (about 7 
days). There is still time to get 
this number down, however! 
You can easily check your 
student’s attendance through 
Infinite Campus. We also have 
students creating attendance 
goals during advisory and 
tracking progress on those 
goals each month. 

The end of first semester 
will be here before we know 
it. As that approaches, please 
encourage your student to be 
checking their grades, staying 
on top of any missing work, 

and communicating with 
their teachers for any extra 
support or questions. We will 
also be updating schedules 
for the second semester, so 
now would be the time for 
your student to reach out to 
a counselor with any change 
requests for the second se-
mester. 

Thank you for your con-
tinued support throughout 
this year. We appreciate our 
Tigerhawk family now more 
than ever. Let’s make the rest 
of the year a great one! 

Alex Lancaster
Jr/Sr High School 
Principal

National FFA convention
By Mike Rupert

Six members from the 
Colfax-Mingo FFA chapter 
attended the 95th National FFA 
convention in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  The convention took 
place from October 26th-29th. 
The members that attended 
include: Tate Carlson, Gus 
Engle, Elise Engle, Ava Van-
Maaren, Emma Cook and 
Lily Webster. Members said 
one of the highlights of the 
trip was seeing and meeting 
all the different FFA members 
throughout the United States. 
The group left Wednesday 
morning and toured the Kinze 
plant on the way to Indianapo-
lis. On Thursday morning the 
chapter attended the opening 
session where Tabitha Catch-
ings was guest speaker, went 
to career fair, Indianapolis 500 
tour, another session and  a 
haunted house. On Friday the 
chapter went to career fair,  2 
sessions and toured downtown 
Indianapolis. On the way home 
the chapter went to the Cat-
erpillar visitors center. There 
were over 69,000 members 
and guests present at the con-
vention.  
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By Cassidy Booher
The Colfax-Mingo Dance Team has 

been working hard at state critiques to 
prepare for State Competition. We will 
be competing on November 30 and 

December 1st at Wells Fargo Arena and 
Hy-vee Hall in Des Moines. Wednesday 
our soloists compete from 8:00-8:30 am 
in Hy-vee Hall followed by Pom at 7:30 
pm in Wells Fargo. Thursday we compete 

Novelty at 3:45 and Lyrical at 6:15 in 
Wells Fargo Arena. We would love your 
support as we fight to bring home some 
more hardware! 

Go Tigerhawks!

Colfax-Mingo Dance Team

Pictures from last performance at Rock onto State in Norwalk.

Fall Summary
Volleyball 

• 13-20 Overall Record
• Finished in the Bronze Quad for the 

first time (bottom half)
• Won our home tournament
• Caylee Cunningham - 1st Team All 

Conference
• Abi Rawlins and Joslyn Chadwick 

were Honorable Mention All Conference
• Return 4 varsity letter winners with 

a great group of 8th graders moving up
• Thank you to the following volun-

teers for their support this season!
 o Stephanie Cunningham
 o Skylar Rawlins
 o Phil Grant
 o Devan Chadwick
 o Blake Warrick
 o Travis Brenner
 o Travis Cook
 o Luci Collins
 o Lisa Stackhouse

JH Volleyball
• A Team was 18-9 in sets played
• B Team was 16-11 in sets played.
• In 9 matches, the JH volleyball team 

only lost 1 match overall to Belle Plaine.  
Otherwise they won each night by win-
ning more sets than the other team.  

JH Football
• 2-4
• 25 kids total
• 21 return for 2023 season
• Beat Saydel and BGM
• Chase Trotter and Cam Cunningham 

had great season and will be leaders for 
the team next year.  

JH/HS XC
• 26 athletes between JH and HS
• SICL Meet Finish -
 o HS Girls were 3rd
 o HS Boys were 4th
 o Mario Rodriguez - 8th in JH 

Boys
 o Arianna Horras - 8th in JH Girls
 o Harrison Rhone - 9th in HS 

Boys
 o Josue Rodriguez - 19th in HS 

Boys
 o Xavier Woods - 20th in HS Boys
 o McKenna Pleima - 9th in HS 

Girls
 o Shea Wilkins - 10th in HS Girls
• State Qualifier 
 o Shea Wilkins - 14th
 o Harrison Rhone - 19th
• Thank yous
 o Mason Edward’s and Harrison 

Rhone’s families for providing snacks at 
the state qualifier.

 o The many past and present XC 
families, community members and staff 
that helped at the home XC meet. 

HS Football
• 2-7 overall record
• Curtis Horras - 1st Team All-District 

WR *Unanimous 
• Cael Bracewell - 1st Team All-

District Utility Player
• Shane Hostetter - 2nd Team All-

District TE

• Brock Nicol - 2nd Team All-District 
LB

• Conner Wood - 2nd Team All-
District DB

• Trey Hockiemer - 2nd Team All-
District DB

• Joe Earles and Donavan Baucom - 
Honorable Mention

• Thank yous
 o Dave our Athletic Trainer
 o Dave Bracewell
 o Troy Thompson
 o Dan Haney
 o  Todd Berkey 
 o Chain Crew (Jim Earles, Steve 

Hostetter, Mark Earles, Erica Earles, 
Sean Callahan, Matt Cunningham)

 o Many parents who help provide 
meals throughout the season!

Winter Preview
HS Girls Wrestling

• 13 girls out
• girls who have wrestling back-

ground on some level
HS Boys Basketball

• 25 boys out
• 3 seniors
• Will play JV boys before every 

varsity boys game this year
JH Boys Wrestling 

• 13 - 7th graders
• 3 - 8th graders

JH Girls Basketball
• 16 - 7th graders
• 12 - 8th graders

Colfax-Mingo Athletics
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Colfax-Mingo Girls Wrestling Make History 
The Colfax-Mingo girls wrestling 

team made history on November 
17th when they started competing as 
in their first SANCTIONED season.  
We traveled to Ballard for a scramble 
tournament and went 14-5 in matches 
wrested with 12 pins! Lily Webster 
started the night with the team’s first 
win of the season with a pin in the first 
period. Eight girls wrestled at Ballard 
and all of them got the first win of the 
season, for some, it was the first win 
of their career.  Results on the night 

are as follows;
Lily Webster, 100lbs (2-0)
Emmalyn Buchman, 170lbs (2-0)
Kaydence Andersen, 190lbs (1-1)
Shy Steck, 130lbs (2-1)
Joslyn Dawson, 190lbs (1-1)
Emma Cook, 235 (3-0)
Cadence Linn, 115lbs (1-1)
Devan Chadwick, 120lbs (2-1)
One thing the team talks about is 

“building for the future.” There are 
girls that have laid the groundwork 
for our current season who did great 

things for the program.  Now, it is the 
job of our current team to continue 
that work to not only build it for their 
current team, but to build it up for the 
younger girls who look up to them and 
want to give wrestling a try.  

This sport truly is for everybody 
and the girls are showing it! You are 
invited to see them wrestle at our only 
home meet of the season on January 
21st at 10am.  We host a large round 
robin tournament with over 20 teams 
attending. 

Shy Steck winning her first match of the 
season.

Kadie Andersen getting her hand raised 
after her first win ever!

Devan Chadwick after find-
ing out she won her first 

match of her career.  Com-
plete shock! 

Joslyn Dawson getting the 
teams seventh straight win 

of the night.

Cadence Linn getting her first high 
school pin!

Past and current Tigerhawk girl wrestlers.
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DDeecceemmbbeerr  22002222  
SSuunnddaayy  MMoonnddaayy  TTuueessddaayy  WWeeddnneessddaayy  TThhuurrssddaayy  FFrriiddaayy  SSaattuurrddaayy  

1 2  
ISDTA State Dance 
Competition Wells 
Fargo Arena in Des 
Moines 

3 

4 5 6 7 
90 Minute Late 
Start 

8 
 Grades 4th-6th 
Vocal/Band Concert 
6 pm Jr/Sr HS 
Cafeteria 

9 10 

COLFAX COUNTRY 
CHRISTMAS 
Downtown Colfax 
4:30 pm-7:30 pm 
Cocoa & Carols 

11 12 13 14 
90 Minute Late 
Start 

Booster Club 
Meeting 6 pm HS 

15 16 17 
 

18 19 
Regularly 
Scheduled Board 
Meeting Central 
Admin Office 6 pm 

20 
7-12 Band & Vocal 
Winter Concert 
6 pm @ Jr/Sr HS
Gr 7-12 Choir 
Gr 5-12 Band

21 
90 Minute Late 
Start 

22 
   Early School 
Dismissal for the 
Holiday 

23 
NO SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

24 

25 
CHRISTMAS

26 
  NO SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

27 
NO SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

                   28 
NO SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

29 
     NO SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS BREAK                  

30        
NO SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

31 
SCHOOL 

RESUMES 
JANUARY 3         

 Please note:   Athletic events have not been included on this monthly calendar because of so many changes 
throughout the month. To keep current with any changes, please go to the school’s webpage. Under “parents” 
dropdown and follow Colfax Mingo Athletics 

Winter Kids Day
Crafts, activities, 
snacks for $10/child
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Iowa Nondiscrimination Statement
It is the policy of this CNP provider not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, national origin, disability, age, or religion in its programs, activities, or employment practices as required by the 
Iowa Code section 216.6, 216.7, and 216.9. If you have questions or grievances related to compliance with this policy by 
this CNP Provider, please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Grimes State Office Building, 400 E 14th St, Des 
Moines, IA 50319-1004; phone number 515-281-4121 or 800-457-4416; website: https://icrc.iowa.gov/.

CCoollffaaxx--MMiinnggoo  CCSSDD  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22002222  MMeennuu  
MMoonnddaayy  TTuueessddaayy  WWeeddnneessddaayy  TThhuurrssddaayy  FFrriiddaayy  

 
 

  1 
B – Biscuit & Gravy 

 
Grilled Cheese 
Tomato Soup 

Fresh Vegetables 
Mixed Fruit 

Milk 

2 
B – Mini Waffles 

 
Crispito w/ 

Cheese & Lettuce 
Corn 

Refried Beans 
Pineapple 

Milk 

5 
B – Muffin & Yogurt  

  
Corndog  

Tater Tots 
Baked Beans 

Orange Wedges 
Milk 

6 
B – Cinnamon Roll 

 
Super Nachos 

Bean/Cheese/Salsa 
Corn 

Rosy Applesauce 
Milk 

 

7 
B – Grab n Go 

 
Cheese Steak 

Sandwich  
Seasoned Wedges  

Mini Carrots 
Grapes 

Milk  
 

8 
B – Long John 

 
Pasta Bake  

Mixed Greens Salad 
Steamed Broccoli 

Garlic Bread 
Peaches 

Milk 

9 
B- Sausage & Pancake 

on a Stick  
 

Chicken Wrap 
Green Beans 

Fresh Vegetables 
Fruit Choice 

Brownie 
Milk 

14 
B – Mini Cinnis  

 
Chicken Patty/WG Bun 

Curly Fries 
Baked Beans  

Apple  
Milk  

 

13 
B – Breakfast Bar 

 
French Toast  
Sausage/Egg 

Hashbrown 
Cucumbers Slices 

Blueberries 
Milk  

14 
B – Grab n Go  

 
Pizzaburger 

Tossed Salad w/ 
Romaine 

Steamed Carrots  
Pears  

Cookie 
Milk  

15 
B – Breakfast Sandwich 

 
Shrimp Poppers 

Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 

Wheat Roll  
Peaches 

Milk 

16 
B – Mini Pancakes 

 
Garlic Cheese Bread 

w/ Marinara  
Garden Salad  

Seasoned Peas 
Pineapple  

Milk  
 

19 
B – Cereal & Toast  

 
Pizza 

Tossed Salad w/ 
Romaine 

Corn 
Mandarin Oranges  

Milk 

20 
B – Mini Donuts 

 
Chili  

w/ Saltines 
Cinnamon Roll 

Fresh Vegetables 
Applesauce 

Milk 

21 
B - Grab n Go 

 
Mr. Rib 

French Fries 
Broccoli  
Grapes  
Dessert  

Milk 

22 
B – Choice  

 
 

Cooks’ Choice 

23 
 
 

No School 
Winter Break  

26 
 

No School 
Winter Break  

27 
 

No School 
Winter Break  

28 
 

No School 
Winter Break 

  

29 
 

No School 
Winter Break  

30 
 

No School 
Winter Break  

*Milk (skim, choc skim & 1%) *Menu is subject to change 
* Breakfast includes entrée, fruit/fruit juice & milk. Additional options at the JH/HS.          
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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It is the policy 
of the Colfax-
Mingo Community 
School District not 
to discriminate on 
the basis of race, 
color, national ori-
gin, sex, disability, 
religion, creed, 
age (for employ-
ment), marital sta-
tus (for programs), 
sexual orientation, 
gender iden-
tity and socio-
economic status 
(for programs) in 
its educational 
programs and its 
employment prac-
tices. There is a 
grievance proce-
dure for process-
ing complaints of 
discrimination. If 
you have ques-
tions or a griev-
ance related to 
this policy please 
contact the Col-
fax-Mingo Super-
intendent, 1000 
North Walnut, 
Colfax, IA 50054. 
Telephone: 515-
674-3646; Email: 
tsalmon@colfax-
mingo.org

Deadline for copy is the third Friday of the month.        Newsletter Designer • Dana J. King       School Facilitator • Bert Deaton


